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PREFACE

With Update Issues 7 and 8 we have begun to incorporate the law of Quebec
found in the provisions of the Civil Code and the Code of Civil Procedure and
the decisions interpreting these provisions. When the first edition of this text
was published, the private international law of Quebec was presented in French
in a separate volume. We hope that presenting the law of the common law
jurisdictions and of Quebec together in one volume will foster comparative
analysis and enable the text to become truly Canadian. The inclusion of the law
of Quebec should also be helpful for Anglophone lawyers as there is no
comprehensive text on Quebec private international law written in English. In
addition the Index will be supplemented this year to assist Quebec lawyers and
comparative lawyers to find the civil law counterparts to common law rules.

Jean-Gabriel Castel

Janet Walker
January 2004
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PREFACE

Gone are the days when legal treatises expounded general and fixed principles
of law. The law is evolving too rapidly, and those who consult texts are looking
for answers that are more detailed and more responsive to the contexts in which
the law is developing. We are pleased, therefore, in this fifth edition of the
leading Canadian text on the conflict of laws, to move to a looseleaf format. It
will enable us in the coming months and years to meet this challenge by making
the text more sensitive to change, better able to explain the law, more accessible,
and easier to use. Whether your work is in the field of scholarship, litigation, or
providing advice to clients, we hope to continue to make this text more helpful
to you. We welcome your comments and suggestions on how we might do so.

Many have assisted in the preparation of the new edition of this text. We are
particularly grateful to Tina Eng and the editorial staff at Butterworths
LexisNexis for their energy and their expertise in producing the new format; to
Marilyn Reckord for her assistance in preparing the first draft of the manuscript;
to Mathew Abenstein and Trevor de Boer for their work on the Table of
Authorities, and again to Mathew for his work on the Index; and to our families
for supporting our efforts throughout.

Jean-Gabriel Castel
Janet Walker
- January 2002

A year has passed since the first publication of this edition. During that time, the
pace of change in the law has increased and, with it, the challenge of providing a
clear and current account of the law within the projected scope of the updates for
this work. Once again, we welcome your comments and suggestions, large and
small, on ways in which this work may be made as helpful as possible to you.
We are grateful to Alison Reed, Kate Watson and Marcia Pritzker for their
assistance in preparing tables soon to appear, and to the Foundation for Legal
Research for sponsoring this initiative.

Jean-Gabriel Castel
Janet Walker
March 2003
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