: Follow1ng pubhcahon of my arti-
cle "Reputatxon and Real Estate” in
the February, 1998 edition of the
Canadian REALTOR News, I received
a number of telephone calls from
real estate agents who have found
themselves in the tmenvxable position
of havmg been the object of: defama—
tory statements. =~ -
Understandably, emononally upset”
victims often look directly to litigation
as the "Only" response in such per—

-out the stal

most satisfactory way- of resolving

“what can otherwise become. 2 pro-

tracted and expensive course of

~events.

Lawyer’s letter
If you are unable to resolve the

matter quickly on your own, a sec:

ond option is to have your lawyer
write to the author of the defamatory;
“statement. These letters, on a similar

basis descmbed above, typically set

effect it has had énd may have on the




spportunity to. review the basis upon
which the impugned statement was

made and to attempt to "clear” their -

name. Defendants are also provided

with an opportunity to attempt (o jus-.

tify and/or explain the statement. .
A "day in court", while not always,

can be a satisfying and therapeutic -
experience. Further, depending on

the nature of the defamation and the

of a defamatory statement,.it is

.~ important that you act quickly given

the various limitation pemods which

- may apply:

It is always recommended to call
your:lawyer. He or she will help
guide you through the various poten-
tial responses which; as set out
ahove; may resolve the matter quickly

* and effectively in.4 way that avoids 2
result, 2 monetary award in the form - '
of "damages”, depending on the

costly litigation batfle: .-+
etist s;czml lztzga—

amount, is potentially. avaﬂable ot

although certainly not guarantee
However, given the co;
_sive nature of de famauon
is-dlways worthwhile to ¢
ously other options. An early s
ment, while not necessarily resul
in a monetary award, rtiay b‘é the

most effective means of preservmg '

‘your good name.

Defamation is a very techmcalj

area of the law. If you a:e e-ob)

Vlegal admce
L own lawyer




